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An Outside View

Evangelical Unitéd Methodist Church
September 26, 2023
Andrew Burd-Harris, Pastor

Opening Prayer
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Devotion

Matt. 5:13 “You are the salt of the earth; but if salt has lost its taste, how can its
saltiness be restored? It 1s no longer good for anything, but is throan out and
trampled under foot.

Matt. 5:14 “You are the bight of the world. A city built on a hill cannot be hid. 15

No one after lighting a lamp puts it under the bushel basket, but on the lampstand,

and it gives bight to all 1n the house. 16 1n the same way, let your light shine before
others, so that they may sce your good works and give glory to your Father in

heaven.NRSV

Devotion Continued

@ Disciples are called to make a difference

® What difference are we called to make?
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My Hopes

We pray
We meet

cern 3 missian/vision a3 foem of 3

compelling story

(unless we discern a BHAG)

My Hopes Continued

We discern o discinleshio process
We discern 3 leadership training pra

We thrive in God’s purpose for us




10/14/23

Session One

What does a thriving/healthy
church look like
How do we get there
Missic
- Vision
Mission and vision as a story
Pathway for discernment
Prayer
+ Questions

Session Two

Mission and Vision
Values
Defining Goals
Church Structure

Churc hedule
scipleship Pathway
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Session Three

Church Life Cycles
SWOT Analysis

Session Four

Demographics

Elizabethtown
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Session Five

Reaching the n

sion Siz

Our Story

ation
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DEAR FRIEND: i
THE STRENGTH OF OUR SOCIETY LIES E VOLUNTARY COVENANT WHICH WE HAVE
EACH ASSUMED,AND WHICH IS BASED UPON THESE WORDS OF OUR CONSTITUTION:
. EMBERS OF THE SOCIETY SHALL BE PRESENT AT EVERY WEETING, UNLESS DETAINED BY 30ME AD
ACH ONE SHALL TAKE SOME_ PART, HOWEVER EVERY MEETIN
ONTH A CONSECRATION MEETING SFALL DE HELD, AT WHICH EACN "ACTIVE MEMBER SHALL SPEAK CONCERN-
ING His FROGRESS I THE ChmisTiAN Lirt o 1 S VowS OF CONSECRATION.
MEMBER OF THE SOCIETY 1S AGSENT FROM THE MONTHLY ansch»muN MEETING AND FAILS TO SEND A
T COMMITTEE 15 EXPECTED 10 TAKE THE NAME OF SU

ND AN
USE THE LOOKO! H A ONE, AND,INA KINDLY AND BROTH:
ERLY SPIRIT ASCERTAIN THE REASON FOR THE ABSENCI

IN THE KINDLIEST SPIRIT OF BROTHERLY LOVE WE SEND YOU THIS CARD TO REMIND YOU THAT WE DID
NOT HEAR YOUR VOICE AT OUR LAST MONTHLY ME!
IN

TING
WE ARE SORRY TONOTE YOUR ABSENCE, AND HOPE YOU WILL BE WITH US AT EACH SUCCEEDING MEET
6.

OUR NEXT ROLLCALL WILL OCCUR ON

AND WE HOPE YOU WILL BE PRESENT OR SEND A MESSAGE

Yours for Christian Endeavor

LookouT COMMITTEE.
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Session Seven

If we could do anything

God's Ours

Opening Thought

“You don’t know what

you d() n't know. 3
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Who to meet with?

Who I met with

®Councilwomen Jennifer Miller
®Councilman Scott Sites (via telephone call)

®Lori Miller (wearing her educator’s hat)
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My questions

© What makes Middletown Special?
© What are the greatest challenges that Middletown is facing?
© What does Middletown need most’

© What does Middletown need most from the religious communities in

the borough?

What makes Middletown special?

®Community supports students/schools when there is a need
®The oldest borough in county

®Hub of all forms of transportation

®Located near major roads

®Our children/youth
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What are the greatest challenges facing
Middletown

@ Parents supporting schools/children in community
® Communications
@ Lack of newspaper

® Helping 0-5 year olds and their parents get the children ready for

school

@ Being kind

What are the greatest challenges facing
Middletown (continued)

® Loneliness

@ People living paycheck to paycheck

@ 60% of people living 1n borough live 1n rentals
® Water lease

& Lonely children
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What does Middletown need most?

® A better way of communicating information in the community
@ Pre-K educational support

@ Better accessibility to good childcare

@ Classes/educational opportunities related to personal finances

@ Teach respect

What does Middletown need most! (continued)

@ Being kind
© Community events
@ People to get along

@ People interested tn what is going on (especially in boards and

commissions in the borough)
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What does Middletown need most from the
religious communities in the borough?

® Prayers

® Meet needs in the community

® Meet material needs in community
@ Help people really struggling

@ Food pantry/Care-a-van

What does Middletown need most from the
religious communities in the borough?
(continued)

® Support service in the community (example-counseling)
@ Support the local schools

® Collaboration with the business community to meet community

needs

@ Reaching out to youth/children
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Other comments

@ People don't want churches to survive

What is going through your mind?
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Are we willing to meet again?

Homework

Bring a mission /vision statement (or more than one) in

the form of a compelling story
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Closing Thought

¢ 1 Corinthians 15: 1-11
® Being Saved

® Good News that the world needs

Closing Prayer
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